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WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT 


Armistice or Memorial 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


S BALAAM surveyed the camp of Israel 

from Pisgah’s lofty mountain, and had 

his eyes opened to the glorious destiny 
of that nation, he exclaimed, ‘“What hath God 
wrought!’’ Thirty-one centuries afterwards, 
Samuel Morse, an American painter, turned in- 
ventor, tapped out in the Supreme Court room 
at the Capitol at Washington the first message 
on the electric telegraph. What those listen- 
ing in a room in Baltimore heard and re- 
ceived were these words of Balaam, ‘What 
hath God wrought!” 

At this Memorial Service, looking back over 
our past, and surveying the present, we apply 
his words to the history of America. . 

To a careless glance, history looks like a 
collection of chance events, and the nations 
like accidents. But that is not the view of 
the Bible. Speaking to the Athenian philoso- 
phers on Mars Hill, St. Paul said, “God hath 
made of one all nations of men, and hath 
determined beforehand the times appointed 
ind the bounds of their habitation.’ Outside 
of Israel itself, there is no more striking illus- 
ration of the hand of God in history than 
he history of the United States. 

The continent on which the nation was 
sstablished was truly a favored land: for ages 
1 reserved continent, remote from the con- 
rulsions and wars which had _ devastated 
jurope and Asia; ramparted with great moun- 
ains, clothed with virgin forests, mirrored 
with great lakes, watered by great rivers, 
tudded with silver and gold, stored with coal 
ind iron and ore, the accumulated treasures 
»f zons of time; and washed by two great 
yceans. Here it was that God, having sifted 
hree kingdoms for the seed corn, planted the 
lation. 

The few thousands who were scattered 
long the Atlantic coast now have grown and 
ultiplied to 150,000,000, and the feeble 
panch that was planted has now become a 
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mighty tree in whose shade men of all na- 
tions and races have found shelter. From the 
vety beginning the Welcome sign was hung 
out to men of all lands; and by the thou- 
sands and the millions they. have come. 

It was at the time of the debates over the 
annexation of Texas that the phrase, ‘‘Mani- 
fest Destiny,” was first employed by expan- 
sionist politicians. But others, with a deeper 
vision, saw God’s hand and purpose in the 
growth of the nation. As early as 1765, 
eleven years before the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, John’ Adams said: “I always con- 
sider the settlement of America with rever- 
ence and wonder, as the opening of a grand 
scheme in the Divine Providence for the il- 
lumination of the ignorant and the emanci- 
pation of the slavish part of mankind all 
over the world.” Abraham Lincoln, when he 
spoke at Trenton, N. J., on his way to be 
inaugurated at Washington, referring to 
Washington, whose influence on the country 
and on Lincoln’s boyhood was naturally re- 
called at Trenton, said: “Even as a boy I 
thought it was something more than common 
that Washington and his comrades were 
struggling for, something that held out a 
great promise to all people of the world for 
all time to come, and I shall be most happy, 
indeed, if I should be a humble instrument in 
the hands of the Almighty, and this almost 
chosen people, for perpetuating the object of 
that great struggle.” 

Out of the fiery ordeal of the Civil War, 
the Republic emerged unshaken, and, at 
length, reunited; so united, indeed, that long 
after, in one great world crisis fifty-two years 
after the close of the Civil War, and in the 


last great world crisis, seventy-six years after 


the end of that war, the nation was able, 
under the hand of, God, to play a decisive 
part in those crises and send redeeming and 
emancipating atmies across the seas. Since 


the last World War, not seeking a single foot 


of territory from our erstwhile enemies, or a 
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single dollar of indemnity, out of our plenty 
and vast resources we have fed the hungry, 
clothed the naked and sheltered the homeless, 
so that they that sit in darkness and in th 
shadow of death have seen a great light of 
hope. 

When, then, we think of all this, of th: 
way in which God has led, preserved, and 
used this nation, what better can we say than 
what eloquent Balaam said, as he beheld the 
future history of Israel, “What hath God 
wrought!’ Or those words of the Psalmist 
which Stanton, Lincoln’s grim Secretary of 
War, caused to be displayed as an illumination 
from the top of the dome of the Capitol at 
Washington when the news came of the sur- 
render of Lee at Appomattox, “This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

There are many things that are wrong with 
America today, just as there were many things 
that were wrong with America when by the 
thousands our youth went forth to fight and 
die for her on the battlefields of the Civil 
War. But there are many things, too, which 
are right with America. You can write a 
letter to friends or relatives in other lands 
and say what you think of conditions here 
in our own land, without the dread that your 
government will learn of it and imprison, 
banish, or kill you. You can travel to any 
of the states of the Union and work and live 
wherever you desire. I can speak without the 
fear that secret agents will take down what I 
have said and report it to a government which 
will persecute me or my family. We never 
hear of Americans who have been living or 
travelling abroad, filled with anguish and 
terror at the thought of returning to their own 
country, or throwing themselves from the 
decks of vessels or under the wheels of trains 
transporting them, as did those prisoners and 
refugees, who, at the end of the war, by the 
agreement of the Allies, had to return to 
‘Russia. 


These are some of the things that are right 


with America. But they have not been se- 
cured for us without a struggle and a high 
price. When Lincoln stood in the White 
House by the coffin of his young friend and 
law student from Illinois, Col. Elmer Ells- 
worth, the first casualty of the war on the soil 
of a seceded state, he exclaimed amid his tears, 
“My boy! My boy! Was it necessary that this 
sacrifice be made?” “Yes; it was necessary. 
Human nature, being what it was, and is, and 
the state of affairs in the nation at that time 
what it was, it was necessary that that sacrifice 
be made. 

When the Chief Captain at Jerusalem was 
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amazed that St. Paul, about to be scourged, 
claimed immunity from such punishment be- 
cause he was a Roman citizen, he exclaimed, 
“With a great price obtained I this freedom !” 
And with a great price obtained we our citi- 
zenship and our freedom. You and I did not 
pay the price; others paid it for us. We have 
been “bought with a price.” This goodly 
heritage is ours because there have ever been 
those who, like the followers of the Lamb 
of God in the Apocalypse who fought against 
the Beast and overcame him, “loved not their 
lives unto the death.” 

Reluctant though we are to credit it, we 
must face the fact that there are not a few in 
out midst who hold our nation, our heritage, 
and our freedom in low esteem. Mr. Hoover, 
the head of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, tells us that there are in America over 
50,000 persons belonging to a party and or- 
ganization which desires the overthrow of 
this government; but probably 500,000 “‘fellow 
travelers,’ who sympathize with them. They 
are in our schools, our colleges, our universi- 
ties, our labor unions, and, regardless of the 
charges of Senator McCarthy, they certainly 
have been, as the established courts of justice 
have decided, in our government. Their aim 
and desire is no different from that of an 
official of one of Europe’s Communist domi- 
nated states, who said to one of a group of 
American missionaries who were being ex- 
pelled from that land, “We shall meet again 
when the Red emblem is emblazoned all over 
America.” 

This memorial Service testifies to the fact 
that there are still those who prefer the Stars 
and Stripes to the Red Emblem. If we do, 
the time has come, the hour has struck, to 
make it known. “Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so!” 

Lincoln’s most beautiful piece of prose is 
not the Gettysburg oration, stirring indeed 
though that was, nor the inspired Second 
Inaugural, but the closing paragraph of his 
First Inaugural address. There were no ghost 
writers then, and public men wrote their own 
speeches. But the First Inaugural, as Lin- 
coln had written it, came to blunt and severe 
ending—"With you is the solemn question of, 
Shall it be peace or a sword?’ When he 
showed the speech to Seward, Seward told 
Lincoln it was too stern and abrupt a con- 
clusion, and wrote out another paragraph 
which he submitted to him. In this para: 
graph, Seward employed the metaphor of the 
chords of memory proceeding from the b; 
tlefields of the past and the patriot grave 

(See page 428 
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40 YEARS.. 


NO PROMISED LAND 


ITHER Protestantism should be religion- 
ized or no longer be taken seriously.” 

I read that startling appraisal, made 
yy a prominent clergyman, on the fortieth 
inniversary of the day I had accepted my first 
sulpit responsibility. The indictment was tell- 
ngly brief, but it must have gushed from an 
inguished soul. 

What made the assertion more distressing 
oO me was that on that day, after four 
lecades in the ministry, I had been: searching 
my own heart and 
aad been telling my- 
elf the very same 
hing—and more. 
Approaching the end 
of a life work that 
ad begun with com- 
ete dedication, 
-alled for ruthless 
ionesty. I was dis- 
utbed by the trend 
yf my own thinking, 
‘or I had always been 
onsidered by my 
olleagues a buoyant 
yptimistic church 
eader. But I was aware that this reversal 
yf attitude was simply that circumstances were 
ompelling me to face reality. Forty years 
yf wandering, and no promised Jand! 

A bit disheartening this, especially to one 
vho had started his career in a decade that 
vas challenging its theologs with that con- 
uming and challenging vision, “The Chris- 
janization of the World in This Generation.” 

This stern appraisal is not the mutterings of 
ministerial failure. My ministry has been 
towned with success in large, downtown 
elds. Further, I have occupied some of the 
ighest offices in my denomination. 

Perhaps, then, forty years of sincere and 
onsecrated effort should call for a tolerance 
vhich would permit one to view candidly the 
yanges that have been observed in the atti- 
udes of Protestant people toward their faith. 
these considerations, correct or incorrect, may 
Iso establish the basis for some heart-search- 
ng on the part of the Protestant bodies which 
ave given to America so much of what has 
nade ther great. 

Let us consider several inconsistencies which 
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40 YEARS -- NO PROMISED LAND, comes 
from the heart and pen of a protestant 
clergyman of no small reputation. 


natural that in the frank presentation of his 
inner thought concerning not only his 


parish and denominction, but Protestantism 
at large, he prefers to remain anonymous. 
His observations are of greater moment 
than his name, to Expositor readers. Hence 
the article appears as he wishes, anony- 


appear in a host of Protestant Church Bodies 
which boast of local church government. 


Democracy to Dictator 


Protestants, by and large, have decried any 
major hierarchy that ‘would finally dominate 
the local church, yet, in my forty years in the 
ministry I have not once served in a congrte- 
gation that has not had its local dictator, and, 
amazing enough, that person who exercises 
this supreme authority may be a woman. 

In the Principles 
of Church Govern- 
ment, one may often 
read, ‘Each congre- 
gation, is a complete 
church, having no 
superior but the Lord 
Jesus Christ’ oye 
that very church may 
be dominated by a 
crude, quarrelsome 
deacon of trustee, 
whose capacity for 
leadership may be 
‘but a limited gram- 
mar-school education 
and a political strategy developed as a bully 
on the playground. 

The average member, not wishing to stir 
up trouble, will permit an autocrat to reign in 
despotism through the years. Here is irony: 
decrying and refusing any ecclesistical author- 
ity that might give to the church a guidance 
that has come through long training and 
broad experience, the autonomous congrega- 
tion often tolerates the leadership of a stupid 
bully. One church has written in its by-laws, 
“The decision of this church, when met to- 
gether, is to be made by the majority of votes 
of the persons present at such meeting,” yet 
that very church has been swayed for thirty 
years by a demogogue who is employed as a 
janitor in a public school. He has called and 
has unseated ministers at his will. 

Ecclesiastical authority, never! Yet the word 
or frown of a petty dictator frequently domi- 
nates the policies and the politics of many of 
out supposedly democratic bodies. When 
there has been a turning away from the con- 
gregationally controlled church because of this 
arrogance, to the higher dominated church or- 
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ganization, it is not because the one is pre- 
ferred to the other, but because the confused 
or discouraged member feels that at least the 
centrally controlled church probably has some- 
one at the helm who is mentally trained, his- 
torically aware, and spiritually consecrated to 
the job of expressing and enforcing dictums. 
Now and then, under extreme provocation, a 
minister may take matters into his own hands 
and, at considerable cost to himself and fam- 
ily, remove the local boss. But most of them 
simply gather their duds together and move 
rather than create trouble. The unfortunate 
discovery, on the part of many a courageous 
pastor, is that the majority of people are 
cowardly and will not stand up to a dictator. 
Many of them will consent to see a consecrated 
pastor discredited and dismissed rather than 
rise up and face the small but boisterous oppo- 
sition. 

A prominent churchman, some twenty 
years ago, in the City of Denver, in speaking 
to a national group of laymen, insisted that we 
have yet to see if the democratically governed 
church is the best way to promote the King- 
dom of God. We were entering in upon 
unusual days then. Of course, he challenged 
them to demonstrate that the autonomous 
church is the most effective manner to carry 
on the work of Christ in this modern and 
unsteady day. The burden of his message 
carried the thought that, more and more, domi- 
nating influences in thé form of strident men 
would become controlling factors in life, and 
that people would, also more and more, tend 
to become submissive, and that this tragic in- 
clination might reach over into local church 
groups. The idea being that the basis for 
success in these fields of democratic rule was 


_ the man and men who could think and act 


wisely and courageously. This great and good 
man is now dead, but how prophetic were his 
anxieties! 


“The Lord Jesus Christ is the Supreme Head 


_ and Lawgiver of the Church.’ Such is the 


# 


preamble of many a church constitution where 
those words are a mockery And yet more 
and more, millions of laymen and humble 
ministers, are becoming distressed also at 
the taunting hypocracy of that glorious asser- 
tion of principle. 


Fellowship to Common Gossip 


When two church callers, trained for re- 
cruiting, entered the home, the head of the 
house listened courteously to their reasons for 
his family uniting with the local church, then, 
he made his reply. “Gentlemen, I have a 
family which is very ptecious to me. We do 
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have a sense of religious feeling and responsi- 
bility, but I do not propose to expose my 
wife, my family, and myself to the dangerous 
gossip in your church.” Is that an intimation 
that the church has also permitted fellow- 
ship to sink to common gossip? Let us see. 

The Protestant Church has many distinctives 
which have justified its place and warranted 
its mission, but one of the most valued has 
been its provision for fellowship and_ soci- 
ability. The church indeed has been the gath- 
ering place for the multitude. Before the 
day of many novelties which now command 
so much of the recreational time of the people, 
the church was the place to go. That meeting 
place was the most wholesome and construc- 
tive of any the world has known. The chil- 
dren were safe; as were the youth. Rightly it 
was said, ‘The church is the mistress of the 
margin.” That period of time between work 
and sleep could most profitably be spent in 
The House of God. 

The groups, classes, clubs, guilds, circles, 
and associations naturally gave smaller num- 
bers an opportunity for more intimate ac- 
quaintanceship and development. And then, 
both before and after the worship, people 
would linger for small chatter about families, 
their work and play. The fellowship alone, 
which surrounded the Work of The Kingdom, 
was one of the communities’ great blessings. 

It was here that the Protestant body, then, 
found a mighty mission. The fellowship of 
the Saints! Here was literally a Kingdom of 
God on earth. Particularly was this true for 
the lame, the halt and the blind in spirit. The 
church went out of its way to search the high- 
ways and byways, compelling them, by their 
love, to come in. What a work of mercy that 
was! Here was democracy at its purest and 
best. 

That is, it was! But forty years have also 
seen a transition right here. Many demo- 
cratically established churches have turned 
their fellowship opportunities into gossip 
mills. If the Protestant church is to serve 
and thrive, that vicious chatter must stop! fi 
have seen it growing like a noxious weed. 
There is not a week—hardly a day—but what 
we ministers are compelled to silence some 
crude story; and never once have I personally. 
found the gossip to be wholly true. _ ay 

What manner of influence has brought this: 
monstrous evil into being? Has it been loss 
of purpose or conviction? Has the church for- 
gotten its incentives or its mission? Has it 
strayed from its Christ-given responsibility of 
seeking and saving that which was lost? 

: (See page 426) 
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USING OLD SERMONS 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


HERE is one question which constantly 

perplexes seasoned preachers and begin- 

nets alike. Is it legitimate to use old 
sermons and, if so, in what circumstances 
should they be used? 

The answer, of course, is implicit in the 
fact that if a sermon is worth preparing at 
all it ought to be prepared for more than one 
usage. Wisely planned repetition irons out 
its kinks and establishes more enduring con- 
tributions to the spiritual life of one’s hearers. 
The whole learning process is based upon this 
principle, as every student of education knows. 
As a matter of fact, we owe our very posses- 
sion of the Scriptures to the constantly re- 
peated oral tradtions which, however, inno- 
cently they applied this fundamental technique, 
nevertheless indelibly inscribed divine truth 
upon the mind of the world. This is one of 
the major reasons, indeed, that so much of 
Holy Writ appeals to the ear in such unfor- 
gettable manner. For men and women are so 
constituted that they need to hear transform- 
ing ideas again and again and they need to 
hear them in easily remembered forms. Be- 
cause he understood that, Russell Conwell 
could frequently deliver his famous lecture, 
“Acres of Diamonds” and never want for a 
hearing. So, too, William Henry Drummond 
could popularize his sermon, “The Greatest 
Thing in the World.” Not repetition but 
irrelevant thought kills sermons. 

But repetition cannot be indiscriminate and 
still be effective. A purposeless ringing of the 
changes, whatever the subject, swiftly palls on 
the listener and costs the speaker the achieve- 
ment of his primary objective. So the preacher 
must take every precaution in pursuing the 

actice of using old sermons. Certain reli- 
ble guides seem to emerge with experience, 
however, and the man who adheres to them 
vill avoid many difficultieis which can so 
sasily beset a pulpit ministry. 
Using old sermons with the same congre- 
tion is always dangerous practice, particu- 
ly if one happens to deliver several. close 
‘ogether or to repeat a sermon which is 
ique in type and topic. While it is true 
at many folks recall very little of what is 
said in an hour of worship there are invari- 
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ably certain devout souls whose memory clings 
to salient ideas or distinctive illustrations and 
who will object, soco voce, at least, to a second 
dose of the same medicine. Yet even these 
individuals will give attentive ear to a re- 
peated sermon if the minister makes plain the 
fact that he is deliberately repeating it for 
some special reason. 

Some clergymen, for example, on the anni- 
versary of their pastorate, have successfully 
used, annually, the sermon with which they 
opened their ministry in the community where 
they are serving. In fact, with certain con- 
gregations this practice has become an out- 
standing event in the church year and the 
people eagerly anticipate it. Other men desig- 
nate one month of the year—usually during 
the summer, when interest is most likely to 
lag—as “Favorite Sermon Month,’ during 
which they repeat those sermons which have 
proved most helpful to the congregation as a 
whole. Since the people themselves select the 
sermons to be repeated, there is obviously 
small ground for objection when the old sub- 
jects are announced. Still other men indicate 
quite early in their pastorate that they are 


. willing to repeat any sermon on request and. 


proceed to do so at the first appropriate op- 
portunity, carefully indicating at the time they 
re-preach it that the request has come from 
someone in the congregation. 

Apart from these practices, however, there 
are valid usages of old sermons—usages which 
can vitally undergird a man’s whole ministry. 
One of these comes at the inauguration of a 
new pastorate. When a preacher enters upon 
a new field of endeavor it is imperative that 
he establish rapport with his people as quickly 
as possible. This means that he must visit as 
many of his congregation as he can in as 
short a period of time as he can. It also 
means that he must preach well during this 
introductory period if he expects them to at- 
tend church. Yet amid the confusion of moy- 
ing and re-locating, as every experienced 
preacher knows, it is highly difficult to pre- 


pare new sermons of outstanding quality. But 


unless the people hear what they need to hear 
in those initial Sundays, the minister will 
lose many of them permanently. Consequently 
discretion dictates the use of tried and proved 


(See page 425) 
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Cross vs. Geiger Counter 


OW comes to my desk for review, a new, 
super-sonic bible called a MANUAL 
FOR SURVIVAL. 

Many of us superstitious old fogies have 
long labored under the misapprehension that 
we had a Manual For Survival. We first 
learned of it in the family circle where por- 
tions of it were read daily as we sat around 
the family board. We learned further of it 
in the old-fashioned Sunday School. Advanc- 
ing with the years we turned to it in times 
of joy as well as sorrow. We have grown 
up saturated with the obviously fanciful idea 
that that Manual For Survival was quite suf- 
ficient to fill the every need of every mortal. 

But look at that old manual in the light 
of our modern advance and progress. Why, 
its as ignorant of our Atom Bomb as the 
bomb is of it. We need to have a bible which 
can meet the exegencies of our atomic now, 
our material now. So it is that the Council 
On Atomic Implications, Inc., proffers its new 
bible. A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL. 

And what a bible! For the Old Rugged 
Cross it sets up a Geiger Counter. Instead of 
clothes of righteousness it recommends thickly 
woven shirts, white muffler around the neck, 
helmet covering the entire top of the head, 
white gloves and hose, heavy soled shoes with 
no perforations, glasses which filter out ultra- 
violet rays, sunburn cream over all exposed 
skin, a family refuge instead of a family altai, 
a survival kit instead of the Bread of Life, 
and for contrition and repentance it urges 
“decontamination.” 

It promises no certain salvation as the old, 
obsolescent Bible does, but it does say that 
if its commandments are observed, “you MAY 
come through unharmed while your neighbors 
die.”” Instead of sin it speaks of rays and 
radiations. Its hell-fire is chain reactions, and 
its book of revelations is really Exodus for 
those of us who are slow to partake of its 
communion. 

You and I have heard it said, “he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved.” . . 


so much folk-lore and superstition! What has 
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faith to do with our modern realities? “If 
your hair,”’ says our new bible, “‘starts to fall 
out before the 11th day, you had better make 
out your will.” That is specific and capable 
of being understood more quickly than such 
matters as Belief and Baptism, and indicates 
the dire penalty of ignoring its tenets. 

But does the new manual really take preced- 
ence over the old? No more than the ultra- 
super-sonic jet plane makes obsolete the baby- 
carriage. They aim at different objectives. 
They function in different fields. They secure 
diverse ends. The old Manual thrives on 
spiritual fare. The new on wholly physical. 
Their one and only inter-relationship lies in 
the fact that whatever the need for the new, 
that need stems from the neglect of the old, 
for the more distant we stray from the spirit- 
ual the more sinister becomes the physical. In 
the same moment we turn from the righteous, 
we turn /oward the unrighteous. Destroy man’s 


ability to rise and he crashes to earth. 


The new Manual For Survival turns up in- 
evitably, in a logical sequence of events, and 
on the low level of man’s thought and action. 
First the Atom bomb, used for the mass de- 
struction of humankind. It follows as the 
light the dawn that being of the earth earthy, 
man shudders at the bomb implications and 
prepares his MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL, 
and that survival, a wholly physical one. Spit- 
itual survival isn’t even hinted at on its pages. 

So, if you are a favored one, and your hair 
doesn’t “‘start to fall out before the eleventh 
day,” get out that old Manual of yours and 
read. “Except ye repent, ye shall perish,” it 
says. That has nothing to say of Geiger 
Counters, decontamination, gamma and beta 
rays, or falling hair. While the Atom Bomb 
may quite easily destroy us and our genera- 
tion, it cannot destroy the abiding truths 
which we have ignored as we produce and 
plan for the Atom Bomb. a 

Assuredly we need a Manual For Survival 
in this Atomic era, but the Expositor is still 
of the mind that the old one will suffice 
should we decide to employ it. = 


The Exposito 


Fund Raising For a New 
Church Organ 


Like many other churches, South Wey- 
mouth Union Church, Massachusetts, under 
the leadership of Dr. S$. Burman Long, found 
that the Memorial Pipe Organ which had 
served the church for well over fifty years 
was in need of extensive repairs. 

A committee appointed to investigate the 
cost, and possible alternatives in solving the 
problem, reported as follows: 

. Repair the Memorial Organ at a cost 

far beyond available funds. 

2. Purchase a new pipe organ at what 

(to us) was a prohibitive price. 

3. Investigate the scope and cost of an 

electronic organ. 

South Weymouth Union Church members 
voted to continue the committee, with the 
recommendation that they make plans to se- 
cure money for the plan accepted. The chair- 
man of the committee presented a subscrip- 
tion plan for the purchase of PARTS, as 
shown here, printed on cards and distributed 
fo every member— 


ORGAN FUND 
Buy A Share in The New Organ 


Part Amt. V 

Black Keys $ 5.00-... 

White Keys 10.00 -... BUY A SHARE 

ae, Foot : AND 
Pedal 20:00 ...- : 
_ White Foot SHARE THE 
Pedal 30.00 -..- PLEASURE 
_ Stops 50.00 .... 

WAY Abe erces 2 os te= ce 


pha benen ee ers 7S OS eae 
Indicate Your Choice in envelope. marked 
Organ Fund and Drop in Plate. 


eee nnn nen nen ence wenn son eccennrnensneccoeeense 


As the subscription plan took root, the 
rds were circulated freely at organization 


\ctober, 1950 


UHURCH AT WORK 


Int 


and church meetings from time to time, and 
over $2,000.00 was pledged. The names of 
subscribers or ‘“‘purchasers of parts’ were 
printed in the Church Bulletin from time to 
time, 

The type and choice of an organ was left 
open during the campaign, in the hope that 
someone might come forward with an offer 
to give a new pipe organ as a memorial, but 
our church made up largely of commuters 
to Boston, found no one who could advance 
such a sum, and the subscriptions kept rolling 
in. Finally, the Organ Committee called a 
special meeting to recommend that a new 
Electronic Organ, with Echo Organ and 
Chimes with speakers in the church steeple, 
be purchased and installed. The recommenda- 
tion was accepted by the membership, and the 
organ was installed the week after Easter this 
year. 

An “Organ Fund Fair’ was planned for 
the last week in April, in which every organi- 
zation of our church and every member shared, 
and cleared over $2,100.00, with mo chances, 
no door prizes, just straight cooperation in at- 
taining a goal. The effect of the “working 
together’ on one project was helpful to our 
people and they had a good time. The Farr, 
publicized as the “April Showers Fair,” under _ 
the leadership of one general chairman, 28 
committee chairmen under a co-chairman, and 
147 workers, produced a unique phenomenon 
in the fact that people asked for work, and 
no one refused any task assigned. 

There were assignments to the Women’s 
League, Men’s Club, Parish Guild, M. & M. 
Club, Sunday School, Christian Endeavor, 
Choir, Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts, Cubs, Explorer 
Scouts—and there were . 


Aprons, Candy, Children’s Food, Garden 
Produce, Flowers, Country Store, Ice Cream, 
Hot Dogs, Peanuts, Popcorn, Post Office, 
Thrift Shop, Tea Garden, and many other _ 
mediums to supply the needs for a complete 


Fair. 
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There was a supper on the first evening, a 
cafeteria supper the second evening, and a free 
motion picture show on the afternoon of the 
second day, with donation-programs on both 
evenings. 

“After the organ was installed,” says Dr. 
Long, ‘we had a Dedication Service at which 
an organist from Boston, and a soloist pre- 
sented a recital. We made no drastic changes 
in the interior of the Church, which was 
pleasing to many members who find satisfac- 
tion in maintaining the colonial lines and 
architecture of the Church, which has a his- 
tory of 227 years, and a building of one 
hundred years. Our Church has a member- 
ship of 1,050 people; more than 550 persons 
united within the last seven years. We like 
the organ and rejoice that it could be secured 
through popular subscription and united ef- 
fort. Everyone cooperated, and. good-will 
and satisfaction are evident.” 


Program of Dedication 
PART I 
Organist— 
Psalm Nineteen.................. Benedetto Marcello 
fesu< Joy of Man's Desiree 
Bate tI wate eee Johann Sebastian Bach 


Where’er You Walk..George Frederick Handel 

My Heart Ever Faithful.Johann Sebastian Bach 

Organist— 

Toccata and Fugue in D Minor... 
=e ice ST Oa ens a Johann Sebastian Bach 


: Service of Dedication 
PART II 


Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
Scripture Lesson: Psalms 149 and 150 


Litany of Dedication 


Pastor: Our former organ being presented to the 
Church in 1903 by Mrs. Joseph L. Dyer, as a 
memorial to her husband, William Dyer, a faith- 
ful leader of the Choir, has been a medium for 
the praise and the worship of God for 47 years. 

People: We have joined in worshiping God in 
seasons of joy and in times of sorrow. 

Pastor: Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty. Thou art exalted as head over all. 

People: Blessed be the God of our fathers. 
Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Let 
all the people praise Him. 

Pastor:.. Thou in Thy mercy, hast led these 
people, Thou hast guided them by Thy strength 
to this holy hour. Thou shalt bring them to wor- 
ship and to adore Thee in Thy presence and in 
the presence of each other. Hearken to our sup- 
plication. When Thou hearest, forgive. 

People: Let the beauty of the Lord our God 


‘be upon us; establish Thou the work of our 
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hands, yea, the work of our hands :establish Thou 
it. 

Pastor: The Lord is nigh to all that call upon 
Him. His name and works are to be: praised with 
a humble and contrite spirit. ; 

People: “O Lord, our Lord, -how excellent is 
Thy name in all the earth; who has set Thy glory 
above the heavens.” 


The Congregation Will Stand 


Pastor: Being directed by the hand of the Lord 
to secure this electronic organ we dedicate it -for 


worship. , 
People: We dedicate this organ for worship. _ 
Pastor: We do now with gratitude and joy 


consecrate ourselves to His service. 

People: We dedicate this organ to His service. 

Pastor: To Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, and gave Himself for us. that he 
might bring us to God. : 

People: We dedicate this organ to worship our 
Lord, 

Pastor: To the Holy Spirit, the Presence of God 
Himself Who leads all persons who will follow 
Him. : 

People: We dedicate this organ to receive the 
Holy Spirit. 

Pastor: For Christian worship, the observance 
of the Christian sacraments, the preaching of the 
Gospel, the service of Prayer, the singing of 
Hymns, the offering of our gifts. 


People: We dedicate this organ to Christian 
worship. 

Pastor: To praise God with the Organ and 
with the Voice. ; 

People: We dedicate thisorgan to praise God. 


Pastor: For the worship of God by the entire 
family, for the cultivation of Christian growth, for 
the cultivation of Christian citizenship, the promo- 
tion of brotherhood, the fellowship of all people 
and for world and individual Peace. : 


People: We dedicate this organ for the entire 
family. 
Pastor: For our children and our children’s 


children who worship and praise God now and for 
those who will worship and praise God here. 
People: We dedicate this organ for our chil- 
dren. : 
Pastor: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and 
be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: 


People: ‘And the King. of Glory shall come in. 
Pastor: “Who is the King of Glory? 

People: “The Lord Strong and Mighty. : 
Pastor: Lift up your heads, O ye gates; yea, 


lift them up, ye everlasting doors: 
People: “And the King of Glory shall come in. 
Pastor: “Who is this King of Glory? i 
People: The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of 
Glotys) se : 
Pastoral prayer: Dr. Long; and Hymn: “The 
Church’s One Foundation.” 


PART III wie) cn ea 
Organist— z ' 
Largo... ee George Frederick Handel 
Dreains.228. 53 cen ee Sep Coe 
Soloist— eet ar a 


Organist— 

Song Without Words... Felix Mendelssohn 
Bnerivettle Boils ec er. Joseph Clokey 
Benediction—Dr. S, Bruman Long, Pastor. 
Postlude 


From Atomic Bomb to Maas Chimes 
That is Hiroshima, for the Japanese who 
heard and survived the atomic bomb, now 
hear Christian hymns, played on a Maas 
Carillon, recently installed in the tower of a 
Hiroshima girls’ school. The story is best 
told by quotes from a letter, penned by Mrs. 
C. R. Wilson, a teacher in the school. 
Says Mrs. Wilson, ‘‘Our school is a private 
girls’ school founded 60 years ago by Miss 
Nannie Gaines, a Methodist missionary. The 
school has a Junior High, a Senior High and 
a college —the total enrollment of which is 
about 1,800. The administration is complete- 
ly in Japanese hands, but there are a number 
of American missionaries on the staff.” 
“The Carillon will be used for daily chapel 
service, for hymn-playing morning, noon and 
evening on week days, as well as to call to 
worship on Sundays. Because much of our 
city still lies in ruins and many people are 
living in the most deplorable conditions we 
feel that in some ways this instrument is a 
luxury too fine for our city yet. But we hope 
its sweet tones will bring a message of hope 
to the disheartened—and of turning them to 
their hymn books for the message of strength 
and comfort to be found there.” 
“Over 300 girls of our school and about 30 
teachers were killed by the atomic bomb, 
which struck just at the time the girls were 


assembled for morning chapel services. The 
chimes were given by church women of the 
area, which is the home of one of the 
missionaries who came to work in the school 
after her husband was killed in the Pacific 
war. We hope all these things will be sym- 
bolized in the notes of beauty which come 
from the chimes.” 


ba nee 


Tower Housing Maas Carillon 


Hiroshima Girls’ School 


Citizenship Responsibility 

Booklets, containing material for addresses 
and action, on the responsibility of exercising 
our citizenship privileges and other responsi- 
bilities, may be ordered from the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States— 

Group Action and Its Impact on the Nation. 

The Job of Selling America to Americans. 

A challenge to Leadership in Business, 
Labor, and Government. 

Your Dollars and Sense. 

These are printed copies of addresses by 
the President of the U. S. C. of C.. before 
responsible groups of American citizens in 
various cities, and might well be made the 
subject of forum discussions. 


1950 Freedoms Foundation 
Awards for Sermons and Community 
Efforts by Adult and Youth Groups 


“Sermons delivered in the nation’s churches 
are at top rank as a means of expression for 
the basic concepts of the free American way 
of life,’ reports Kennth D. Wells, Executive 
Vice President of Freedoms Foundation at 
Valley Forge, Penna. 

“Because of the key patriotic role of the 
local ministry, sermons have been designated 
again as a principal category in which 1950 
Freedoms Foundation awards are offered to 
encourage more citizens to ‘speak up for 
freedom.’ ” 

_ Exposttor readers are urged to secure a com- 

plete list of the categories this year, which 
include activities of men, women and young- 
sters; 18 award divisions, totaling $100,000, 
plus 300 Honor Medals and 200 Certificates 
of Merit. 


‘Are You a Job Addict? 


A subscriber sends an item from The Boston 
Globe, signed “Uncle Dudley,” which might 
be worthwhile reading for_many a minister, 
cause him to schedule his work, reading, and 
pastoral program, develop a hobby, and plan 
‘for a vacation next summer. Let’s read it 
with care, and apply it to our own personal 
programs— 

“The quandry of people who like their 
work (from artisanry to the learned profes- 
sions) is to find some form of play which is 
half as interesting as their chosen work. This 
. Js not easy, if their work calls for their highest 
devotion and ability, play is likely to be an 
anticlimax. 


“Our pioneering ancestry were obliged to 
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turn hand and mind to a hundred different 
kinds of tasks a day, thus keeping a sane bal- 
ance. My father used to say that typhoid at 
60 saved his life—it gave him a six months 
rest. An eminent surgeon of our day, when 
asked how he managed to write works of 
belles lettres, said whimsically, ‘Oh, I just go 
from one thing to another, I guess.’ This was 
not as simple as it sounded, but he knew what 
he was saying; he. rested one set of mental 
muscles by using another,—going from surgery 
to writing. 

“Continuous and unbroken attention to one’s 
work, however fascinating and absorbing it 
may be, can become a bad habit, which needs 
to be broken quite as much as any other bad 
habit. The paradox of our day is that so 
many important people are forced to become 
ill in order to get a rest. Those who fail to 
heed the warning are soon eliminated. 

“A day when strain and stress is unprece- 
dented, many find ingenious and often highly 
successful devices for keeping sane.” 

Ministers know the need of “‘resting” 
through change of work, scene, and interests; 
they also know capable, sincere, consecrated 
members of the profession who have been 
forced to leave active pastorates because they 
failed to heed the need of “‘resting’”’ on the 
job, thus cutting short the years of service. 


Book Protection 


Taking a cue from the public library's prac-— 
tice of lacquering the backs of new books, 
some booklovers do the same thing with their 
own volumes. A light, clear lacquer, applied 
with a good brush, will preserve the original 
freshness of cloth covers. 


A Father-and-Son Book 


Ralph Moody’s “‘Little Britches,” published 
by Norton, $3.00, is an autobiography of his 
childhood and a moving tribute to his father. 
A conscientious reading of this book may hel 
many a parent to treat a child like an individ 
ual human with promise of achievement ahead, 
and many a child to understand parental love, 
responsibility, and ambition. Here we have a 
living drama of a father teaching by showing, 
a son learning by example and love. So apt 
was the teacher and so avid the pupil that 
the mature man can now write, “I wish I 
knew how father was able to say things so’ 


-as to make you remember every word of it. 


If I could remember everything the way I 
remember the things father told me, maybe I 
could be as smart a man as he was.” 


The Exposit 


Text: “The cup of blessing which we bless, 
15 it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? 
For we, being many, are one bread, and 
one body: for we are all partakers of that 
one bread.” I Cor. 10:16-17. 


HEN our blessed Lord founded the 
- one Church, Holy, Catholic, and Uni- 
versal, He gave to it a very simple 
tite, by which He proclaimed until He should 
come again, its perfect unity. The men to 
whom He gave broken bread and red, red 
Wine were united in one fact alone, their 
allegiance to Him. They represented diverse 
political parties, diverse social groups, diverse 
Opinions regarding economics. Although they 
are spoken of as Jews it is quite possible that 
they actually came from different races for 
Jewry was a melting pot of racial currents. 

We are maudlin sentimentalists if we fail 
to recognize today the sharp cleavages of race, 
nationality, and class. We are lacking in 
Christian faith if we accept these cleavages. as 
final. Here is a table where lines of demarca- 
tion are erased. When we come here, humb- 
ling ourselves, uniting with people around 
the world in this simple observance, we are 
insisting that we are one with all true fol- 
lowers of His in a loving comradeship. : 

If at the door of this church this morning 
a black man would have been stopped by our 
ushers, with the suggestion that this was a 
white man’s church, the table set with bread 
and wine a white man’s table, this feast would 
be a mockery, If a Japanese had been stopped 
and informed that we wanted only one-hun- 
dred percent Americans we would have denied 
entrance to another Asiatic, a Jew, Who argi- 
ated this feast. If a Baptist, a Congregation- 
ist, a Lutheran, or a Methodist had been 


on, Ohio 


ypped and told that communion in this 


‘(THE PULPIT 


COMMUNION— 
WORLD-WIDE 


NORMAN E. NYGAARD 


church was limited to members of our denomi- 
nation then our Lord Christ would have had 
to turn sorrowfully away from the door as 
well. 

If we had said, “This table with its im- 
maculate clothes is a feast reserved for people 
of wealth, employers of labor, we do not 
want horny-handed toilers here,’ then would 
the Carpenter Who sat at the head of a Table 
in Palestine have joined the throngs who walk 
the streets. Let us never by word or gesture, 
let us never even in our thoughts, create bar- 
riers between people and this table: for this 
table levels barriers. All who love their Lord 
are guests of the Master here today. For this 
is His table. 

Certainly it does not belong to me, the min- 
ister. Certainly, though their hands prepared 
it, it does not belong to the deacons or dea- 
conesses. Certainly, although they distribute 
the elements, it does not belong to the elders. 
Certainly, although the title to this property 
is held in the name of a Board of Trustees, 
this table does not belong to them. It belongs 
alone to Christ. ; 

But Christ bids us all come. Sin-sick souls, 
He invites them to dine. Sorrow-laden souls 
are bidden to the feast. Tired, anxious hearts 
are invited to eat. There is room for us all. 
All of us may come. The only ones whom our 
Master would exclude ate those who would 
block the way to others. 

Think, then, what this table means. Our 
Host this morning is Christ, the Son of God. 
Can you not sense His presence at the head 
of the table? He is both Host and — in a 
divine mystery — the sacred Food as well. 

We have the Son of God Himself presiding 
at His Altar, He Himself being our great High 
Priest; but He is also the Victim offered up, 
the Sacrifice which was made from the foun- 
dation of the world. Yet He is mystically 
united in this sacrifice to everyone who offers 
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himself up for the safety (the salvation) of 
others. 

Just an ordinary English lad told Donald 
Hankey that not until he was ready to die for 
people in England, folk he had never even 
known, did he appreciate the meaning of the 
cross. When he had come to the place where 
he was willing to lay his life down then was 
he able to understand the meaning of Calvary. 

Studdert-Kennedy phrased this same idea in 
poignantly beautiful language when he wrote 
his poem, ““A Mother Understands.” 


“Dear Lord, I hold my hand to take 
Thy Body, broken here for me, 
Accept the Sacrifice I make, 
My Body, broken, there, for Thee. 


“His was my body, born of me, 
Born of my bitter travail pain, 

And it lies broken on the field, 
Swept by the wind and the rain. 


“Surely a Mother understands Thy thorn-crowned 
head, 

The mystery of Thy pierced hands—the Broken 
Bread.” 


This annual world-wide communion service 
was born in times of peace. There were omin- 
ous signs of war on the horizon even then, 
back there in the “twenties, that war might 
come. In all missionary lands, in America, 
and in Christian churches in Europe, people 
flocked to the churches to be united at the 
Lord’s table. And then that bond was broken 
and nation rose up against nation. Finally 
their arms were laid down, to be taken up 
again in a world which is sharply divided. 

But if this communion is to have the special 
significance which was originally given to it, 
it will be necessary to keep in mind three ulti- 
mate goals: 

The first is summed up in the title of Wen- 
dell Wilkie’s hopeful book now more than 
a decade old, “One World.” The world is 
broken up into warring nationalist groups. 
There ate perhaps still a few people who 
would say that war is normal, that it is nat- 
ural and right for nations to fight and to 
strive with one another. If we so believed and 
so build our world then we ought to realize 
that the end for all of us is just around the 
corner.. We have built such vast machines 
that if we keep them harnessed for war they 
will finally destroy us all. 

If, on the other hand, thete is the disposi- 
tion to harness them for peace — airplane, 
radio, caterpillar tractor, the atomic pile — 
then may the world finally enter upon such 
an era of proseperity and good will as it has 
~ never known before. ‘ 

But peace on earth—and especially peace 
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with the Russians — is probably impossible 
unless we can first find peace among ourselves. 
So long as large cities of our country are per- 
mitted to exist in which young Americans of 
alien parentage feel themselves alien and un- 
wanted and develop a defense mechanism of 
hatred for the land in which they have been 
born, we cannot begin to understand the much 
more complex problem of unifying the world. 
So long as white and black, living in close 
proximity to one another, grow up hating each 
other, until one spark sets off a conflagration, 
we shall not have a world unity or build a 
world understanding. 

Frankly, I do not see how one world can 
be possible until we also realize that we wor- 
ship one God.. During the late war the sense 
of the singleness of Deity broke down. We 
went to great pains, for instance, to prove 
that the Germans worshipped an idol of the 
Nazi’s creation. To be sure, Herr Rosen- 
berg did try to create a new pantheon of 
deities for Germany, but he failed miserably 
to secure support for his idea. 

Actually, except for the most fanatic Nazis, 
we discovered when the fighting was over 
that the average German thought of God in 
the same way that we did. Undoubtedly he 
also prays and prayed as earnestly as we do 
and did. And if we assume that Jesus’ 
teaching that God listened to and heard the 
prayers of sinners, then certainly he must 
listen to the ‘“‘hausfrauen,”’ the “bauern,’ and 
the “‘leute’”’ of Germany as well as the women 
and children of England or the United States. 

During the war, when I held a world-wide 
communion service overseas, I tried to make 
the American men and women who attended 
feel down in the inner fabric of their being 
that the God whose Son declared that bread 
and wine symbolized His flesh and His blood, 
broken and poured out for the redemption of 
the world, was the God of all mankind. Al- 
though we were at war wiith their nations | 
suggested that we try to imagine Martin Nie- 
moller and a host of kindly German folk, 
and Kagawa and his Japanese Christian 
friends were with us at the table. 

Unless we can see the everlasting, eternal 
God here at the table this service is a mock- 
ery. And unless we can see our brother man 
coming with Him to the table, whatever na- 
tionality he may be, or whatever race he m 
be, we cannot see the One God. * 

Last of all, our final goal in celebrating a 
world-wide communion service is summed up 
in the words—‘‘One Saviour.” One world 
One God! One Saviour! That vision is 
especially clear if we go to the cross to see it. 


_ Here is a Jew crucified by the side of Christ. 
Our English translator calls him a “robber,” 
Actually the word which the Greek phrase 
suggests is a. “political revolutionary.” We 
might call him a radical. ‘Remember me,” 
he says to Christ, “when thou comest into 
Thy Kingdom.” And Jesus replies, ‘Today 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 

But here, too, is a Roman, the centurion in 
charge of the band. which stands guard near 
the crosses. He looks up into the face of 
Jesus. I believe that it must have been he 
who reached the hyssop to the Master in the 
sponge on the end of a forked stick. Mark 
reports him as saying, ‘Truly, this man was a 
Son of God.” Luke said that he remarked, 
“Certainly this was a righteous man.” . Just 
as something happened to the radical, so also 
something. happened to the representative of 
government, the conservative. 

But go on. A disciple of Jesus, Philip, 
is sent by the Spirit down into the desert 
country south of Gaza. He comes upon a 
black man, the representative of the mighty 
power to the south, Ethiopia. The black 
man is reading the prophesy of Isaiah. Philip 
stops the chariot and tells him about Christ. 
So impressed is the colored man that he asks, 
“What doth hinder me to be baptized?” 

We turn back in the story and find Jesus 
seated at a well in Samaria. A Samaritan 
woman comes to draw water. She is an 
enemy of all Jews, despised by them, despis- 
ing and hating them. She belongs to the 
have-nots of Jesus’ time. He, despite the fact 
that He personally had not belonged to the 
group, stood in her mind for the “have” 
people. He invited her to come to Him for 
living water which, if she would drink of it, 
would cause her to thirst nevermore. 

Turn farther back still and we find the 
Saviour saying — and I am sure that He must 
have realized how far-reaching was the state- 
ment—‘‘God so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son that whosoever believ- 
eth on Him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting lifes, 

_ One world! One God! One Saviour! War 
may do its best to break down the universal- 
ity of this table. But the Church of the living 
Christ will fight with spiritual armaments, 
and—mark my words—they will prove to be 


ve built up, to establish peace, love, and 
ith in the world. This table, more even 
han formal treaties of peace, will unite man- 
cind in days to come. May God bless you as 
with peoples of every race and nation you sit 
pwn as guests today at His table. © 


4 his 


“and 


stronger than the material armaments that we- 


CHALLENGE TO 
THANKFULNESS 


CARROLL J. OLM 


Text: ‘...when thou shalt have eaten and 
be full; Then beware lest thou forget the 
Lord, which brought thee forth out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.” 
Deut. 6:11b, 12. 


OD wants man to be a thankful man. 

From the very beginning of human his- 

tory the Lord has presented this chal- 
lenge and has chosen to make it known in the 
world through the lips and language of men. 
One of the occasions of this special revelation 
was the farewell address of Moses to the peo- 
ple of Israel. Moses, by the grace of God, 
charged the Israelites to remember the Lord 
when they entered Canaan. 


The Warning Buzzer 


The warning buzzer has sounded. Moses 
says to his people: ‘... When thou shalt 
have eaten and be full; Then beware lest thou 
forget the Lord...’ Moses had a remark- 
able vision. He saw what the Lord who 
brought them out of bondage in Egypt was 
going to do. He saw the Lord giving the 
people of Israel great and goodly cities; houses 
full of good things; digged wells; vineyards 
olive trees. But Moses saw something 
also. He saw that the people of Israel 
did not build the great and goodly cities; 
that they did not fill their houses full of good 
things; that they were not responsible for the 
digged wells; nor for the vineyards and the 
olive trees. And in his vision Moses feared— 
he feared lest this people would forget that 
they had received these things from the hand 
of God. So he says, “... When thou shalt 
have eaten and be full; then beware lest thou 
forget the Lord... .” 

The truth of God is never antiquated. The 
warning of God’s servant Moses a thousand 
years before Christ is still truth for us today. 
‘, When thou shalt have eaten and be full; 
then bewate lest thou forget the Lord...” 
is a supreme text for 1950. We fit into a 


else 


similar situation to that which Moses was de- 


picting for the Israelites. The text fits us! 
The text fits us because we citizens of this 
country have eaten and are full. There seem 
to be few that do not have enough to eat — 
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most times we have too much. There seems 
to be no one that is without shelter. Every- 
one has clothes enough to wear and then some. 
Luxuries are in evidence. In general, we live 
prosperously. We have eaten and are full. 
The United States of America has fattened 
itself—even to the extent that its legs are be- 
ginning to weaken under the burden of carry- 
ing its own weight. 

It was in times like these when Moses 
wanted to have his words heeded. The words 
—‘...Then beware lest thou forget the 
Lord...” It would’ be well to have this 
warning buzzer of Moses sounded today that 
all might hear and take cognizance of them- 
selves. In the richness of our physical living 
we have forgotten God. We have come so 
easily by our gifts that we feel secure, and 
are unmindful of the Giver. 


Forgetfulness and Prosperity 


Note the fact that-Moses is speaking to a 
people who were to experience safety and 
soundness. It is always in a day of pros- 
perity that man is in the greatest danger of 
forgetting God. Very often when business is 
thriving man becomes self-righteous and for- 
gets his dependence upon God and his need 
of God. When the physical aspects of life 
are cheerful it is common to see man deriv- 
ing his happiness from the physical — neg- 
lecting his obligations to God. When the 
sun is shining the church is often forsaken; 
but when the shadows fall, we remember that 
God is our protection. During war years the 
churches in certain localities experienced flour- 
ishing attendance, only to find a dwindling 
away of the flock after the news of peace and 
during the post-war petiod of prosperity. 

Moses expresses the need for great caution 
in prosperous times. ‘Then beware...” he 
says. Be on guard! As one has said: ‘““When 
thy latter end has greatly increased, remember 
the smallness of thy beginnings.” 


Remembrance and Allegiance 


Remembering God is not a very difficult 
thing, if in the process we are willing to give 
ourselves a second place position. God comes 
first. That does not mean that it becomes a 
tyrant—slave relationship, not by any means, 
ee it does mean that we swear allegiance to 

im. 


4a Pray and Practice 
«To remember God after we have sworn 
allegiance to Him is a two-fold matter. We 


must pray; and we must practice what we 


pray. 
Page 414 


Prayer is prerequisite to thanksgiving. 

Prayer is first and foremost to thankfulness. 
How can we truly be thankful to God unless 
we express our thanks; and how can we ex- 
press our thanks if we do not converse with 
Him? , The process of thanking God with 
one’s lips is a simple matter. One need not 
use his own words. The words of the Psalm- 
ist are expressive: “The eyes of all wait 
upon thee; and thou givest them their meat 
in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing.” 
Psalm 145. 
‘Secondly, we must practice what we pray. 
In other words, live our thankfulness. Thanks- 
giving implies thanksliving. Men are often 
like children in their relation to Santa Claus. 
The Dead Letter Office at Washington has 
made the statement that every year there come 
to that office hundreds of thousands of letters 
addressed to “Santa Claus,’ asking him for 
something. But very seldom have they tre- 
ceived a letter thanking “Santa Claus’ for 
bringing what they received. Men are often 
like children: many times asking and few 
times giving thanks. 

Then again, man often claims that he has 
done so much with what he has worked for. 
If one truly lives his thankfulness he cannot 
do that. The farmer must recognize that he 
only puts the seed in the ground and tills the 
soil, while God gives the increase — the sun, 
the rain, and even the ground and grain 
itself. The oil man must recognize that the 
oil he sells comes from the natural resource 
which was created by God. The worker may 
cry—‘But I labor with my hands for my 
bread.”” To the laborer it is said—‘‘God gave 
you health, breath, and even life itself.’’ Each 
one of us can trace our lives and our liveli- 
hoods back to God the Giver, “Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow ot 
turning.” Let us live for Him by being 
what we claim we are. | 

Our text says, ““...When thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; then beware lest tho 
forget the Lord...” and again we read, “He 
who has done it unto the least of these my 
brethren has done it unto me.” The mission 
ary and relief challenges fit right into thank 
fulness and remembering God. New condi 
tions in the world continually challenge the 
steward of God. And God is very concernec¢ 
about what type of a steward each member of 
His church is. Your demonstration of faitt 
and thanksgiving is your stewardship. To d 
good is the. acknowledgement of our faith an 
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an external manifestation that the believer has 
not forgotten God. But we say, “We give 
so much!” Scripture says, God gives more. 
Man gives some—God gives all and gave all 
in His Son Jesus Christ. The extent of our 
thankfulness to Him is determined not only 
by what we say, but also by what we do. 
“He who has done it unto the least of 
these..." The United States of America is 
fat. “When thou shalt have eaten and be 
full; then beware lest thou forget the Lord. .”’ 

In the Hebrew’s day there was no national 
holiday set aside for thanksgiving to God, be- 
cause every day was declared by God as a 
thanksgiving day to Him. In many respects 
there are many assets to the special day of 
thanksgiving that our national government has 
set forth, but lest we forget—the church main- 
tains that it is the will of God for us not 
to be thankful and express gratitude only one 
day a year, but every day in the year. There- 
fore, the church maintains that this day be 
marked by an increase of our prayers and 
gratitude which we should express from day 
to day. So let us today and every day: “Enter 
into His gates with thanksgiving and into His 
courts with praise. For the Lord is good; His 
mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth 
to all generations.” 
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THE WINGS 
OF A DOVE 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: Psalm 55:6. 


. ND I said, Oh that I had wings like a 
A dove! For then would I fly away, and 

be at rest!” A very odd request, but 
it is not so strange when you consider some 
of the difficulties this man, David, King of 
Israel, was up against. Violence, strife and 
‘rebellion are abroad in the city. “The terrors 
of death,” says he, “are fallen upon me. Fear- 
fulness and trembling are come upon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me.” On and on 
tolls the plaintive Miserere. The troubles of 
‘state would seem to be enough. But, to them, 
are added still others. There is unhappiness 
jn the home. Recall the revolt of Absalom. 
A trusted friend has let him down: “The 
words of his mouth wetfe smoother than but- 
ter, but war was in his heart.” But above 
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and beneath all else, this man is discouraged 
with a sense of personal failure. He has not 
been loyal to his own soul. He has sinned 
against God, and so he wants the wings of a 
dove to fly away from it all, 

Carlyle once likened environment to a cruel 
cage, against which the soul beats bloody 
wings, but all in vain. Life’s affairs haven't 
planned out as we had hoped.  Life’s sums 
don’t add up right. After all, this desire 
for dove’s wings can’t be confined to David, 
King of Israel! At some time we all desire 
them. 

It is interesting to .observe where this 
harried monarch wants to go! “Oh, that I 
had wings like a dove, Lo, then would I 
wander far off, and remain in the wilderness.” - 
Our national mood of suburbanitis, the de- 
sire to flee from the noise and confusion of 
the city to the country!—is just the mood of 
escapism writ large. In a vagrant mood I 
have sometimes imagined myself out in the 
wide spaces of a Wyoming ranch, astride a 
friendly pony, and singing, “Where seldom is 
heard a discouraging word, and the skies are 
not cloudy all day!” just as it is pictured in 
the song. So David sights a dove, possibly 
on the palace porch, reaches out a quivering 
hand to touch it. But already it is gone, and 
as its graceful form disappears from sight, 
this sigh of the centuries is spoken by his . 
lips: “Oh, that I had wings like a dove! 
for then would I fly away and be at rest.” 

What reply, now, might be made to this 
vagrant mood, in the light of our Christian 
faith? 


Blunt Realism 


The first reply might well be that of a 
blunt but necessary realism, namely, that we 
never solve our problems by attempting to 
run away from them. What is required in- 
stead, is the reaction of a healthy spirit, and 
a deliberate facing up to the difficulty, 
whether real or imaginary. Once that is done, 
our problems are already on the way to being 
solved. os 

Not that one would deny a humble shop 
girl the occasional indulgence of the Cinder- 
ella mood at a noon-day matinee. It lifts her. 
temporarily out of the drab routine, and iden- 
tifies her with heroines-and heroes. But alas, 


once she leaves the theatre, she is confronted __ 


with the same world and its knotty problems! 
Such an escapism is like an opiate, to be 
taken sparingly, or best, not at all. 

A passenger aboard an ocean liner is asked 
whither she was bound, and replies that she — 
is just “trying to get away from it all” and 
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from herself, as though that were possible! 
The fact is we take ourselves along with us 
no matter where we go. “Which way I fly is 
heaven and hell, myself am heaven and hell,” 
says Milton’s devil. It’s the world inside of 
us that is awry and must be set right. And 
how little we know concerning the trials and 
burdens of other people whose lot in life we 
find ourselves secretly envying! 

There is an old legend to the effect that in 
a certain city the people grumbled and com- 
plained, thinking that life had used them un- 
fairly. Every man was sure that if he could 
trade troubles with his fellow man his lot 
would be better. So vociferous was the la- 
ment that the wise fathers of the city finally 
decided that something must be done about it. 
On a certain day each citizen could bring his 
burden to a designated place and cast it on 
the great pyramid of burdens. The one pro- 
viso was that each one must take away with 
him someone else’s burden, one of those 
lighter ones he had imagined his neighbor 
bearing. And so, the exchange made, the 
people went away light-footed and happy, but 
alas, not for long. For each man found that 
the cross he had chosen, upon examination, 
was heavier to bear than his own. The legend 
concludes with the observation that soon every 
man returned, asking that he be given back 
his old load. There is a healthy realism con-- 
tained in the Biblical admonition, that “every 
man will have to shoulder his own load.” 


Rededication to Duty 


A second reply to the escapist mood lies in 
a rededication to duty, in a summons to stand 
by when the going gets hard, rather than to 
run away. Surely, it must have dawned on 
David, that as king, he was never more needed 
than now, with rebellion and unrest stalking 
the land. 

It might be well for us occasionally men- 
tally to follow through on our escapist moods. 
Let us say that you are all out-fitted with the 
wings of a dove. You have “packed up your 
troubles in your old kit bag,” and have ar- 
rived at some enchanting spot. The U. S. 
Government has had to impose a restriction. 
on the number of people who are seeking to 
migrate to lush South Sea Islands, so fed up 
have thousands become with ‘“‘civilization,” 
and so frightened have they become at the 
prospect of atomic war. But now, having 
arrived at Elysium you still have yourself on. 
your hands! You have a score to settle with 
a conscience which levels an accusing finger 
at you, saying, “Instead of standing by, you 
turned coward and fled in the face of duty!" 


x 
The Expos 


During the Civil War, when Abraham Lin- 
coln was being vilified and abused on every 
hand, a friend asked him why he did not 
tesign. It would be the easy way out. “If I 
resign,” came the reply, “they perish.” The 
answer is characteristic of all who have disci- 
plined themselves to listen to the behests of 
duty, rather than to the allurements of ease. 
How many a hard-pressed parent, business 
man, teacher, minister, (you complete the 
list!) has been kept going, when subcon- 
sciously there has been the desire for dove’s 
wings, by the stern demands of duty! Here 
were Helene and Albert Schweitzer, writing 
friends in America during the hard days of 
World War II. It was next to impossible to 
get adequate help in their. Lamberene hos- 
pital. Days came when they dragged one foot 
after another, so exhausted were they. ‘‘But 
we kept going,” says the letter. It was the 
thought. of the sick and the dying natives in 
the hospital wards that kept them going. 

“When duty whispers low, ‘Thou must,’ 
the youth replies, ‘I can’.” 


Not Wings, But Strength 


Finally, what David in his time of need 
most needed to pray for, was not the wings 
of a dove, but the strength of an ox! In 
God alone is the ultimate remedy to be found 
for the cowardly and vagrant mood. Thus, 
Phillips Brooks would admonish us that we 
should pray for strength equal to our tasks, 
father than for tasks equal to our strength. 
This man from across the centuries, so alarm- 
ingly modern in his moods, changed a 
Miserere into a Te Deum by means of a re- 
vitalized trust in the living God. “The rem- 
edy for the drooping spirit,” he is saying, 
“lies not in self-pity, flight, cynicism, revenge. 
Your very enemies,’ he continues, “may be 
transfigured into friends through a change in 
your point of view. You may find healing 
and release where I found it many years be- 
fore you,—at the altar of repentance and the 
sacred trysting place of prayer.’ And the 
Psalmist places in our keeping a spiritual 
fecipe that has brought comfort and counsel 
to multitudes of the despairing: “‘Cast thy 
burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain 
thee. He will never suffer the righteous to 
be moved.” Not the wings of a dove, you 
bee, but the strength of an ox. 

_ A minister who had gone to Palestine for 
a summer’s travel and vacation, found him- 
self inwardly wincing at the thought of the 
ave responsibilities that awaited him on his 
turn to a metropolitan parish. As he was 
riven across sands that had marked the 
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solemn processional of prophetic feet many 
centuries before, an inner presentiment of fear 
and dread filled him. He asked the driver 
to pause in their journey, while he walked for 
a space in the desert sands, asking for a word 
of inward deliverance. And the Word was 
nigh unto him! It came straight to him from 
the lips of One who pleased not Himself and 
went to a cross for the salvation of a world. 
“He that sent Me is with Me.” And with 
that inward reassurance from the Great Shep- 
herd, he could return to his tasks with a 
serene heart. 

One recalls another scene in which a man 
named William Cullen Bryant found himself 
pondering the ways of man and of Providence. 
“Is there a sovereign Power, Love, Will, that 
watches over man in his strange journey from 
the cradle to the grave? Are we like orphans, 
alone in the long trek of life? At this point 
in his meditations he scans the sky and sees, 
not the wings of a dove, but the wings of a 
water fowl in motion. Higher and higher 
soars this winged pilgrim of the “illimitable 
air,’ all the while sustained by infinite Arms. 
As it fades from view, a great poet pens for 
the ages the lesson he has learned from the 
flight of a bird: 


“Thou’rt gone! the abyss of. heaven 

Hath swallowed up thy form; yet on my heart 
Deeply hath sunk the lesson thou hast given, 
And shall not soon depart. 


“He who, from zone to zone, 
Guides through the boundless sky thy certain 


flight, 
In the long way that I must tread alone, 
‘Will lead my steps aright.” 


“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He 
will sustain thee.” “Not the wings of a 
dove, but the strength of an ox!” 


A Season for Sharing 


To round out its program of helpfulness to 
the unfortunate and underprivileged peoples 
of many areas of the world, CHURCH 
WORLD SERVICE, 214 East 21st Street, 
N. Y. 10, N. Y., is asking the local churches 
of twenty-three denominations whose leaders 
have approved the plan, to share offerings tre- 
ceived from October 1, World Communion 
Sunday, to Thanskgiving Day in November. 
Pastors, councils of churches, and ministerial 
associations are being asked to emphasize the 
appeal so Church World Service may continue 
to represent the churches as they desire, oa a 
global scale. For additional information, 
write to Rev. Stanley Stuber, Dir. of Promo- 
tion, Church World Service, above address. 
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JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


God Is Not Dead! 


Text: Psa. 22:8. “He trusted on the Lord 
that He would deliver him: let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in him.” 

Martin Luther tells us in his ‘“Table-Talk” 
how he was once so “‘vexed by his own sin- 
fulness, by the wickedness of the world, and 
by the dangers that beset the church,” that 
he had fallen into a state of utter hopeless- 
ness and depression, and went about the house 
mourning and dejected. 

Seeing his wife all dressed in black one 
day, he asked the reason. “Do you not 
know,” she said, “that God in heaven is 
dead.’’ He looked at her in amazement and 
said, ““What nonsense is this, how can God 
die; He is immortal and will live through all 
eternity.” ‘‘And yet,” she said quietly, “you 
go about hopeless and discouraged.” 

“Then I observed,’ says Luther, ‘“What a 
wise woman my wife was, and I mastered 
my silence.” oe 


Help From On High 


Text: Psa. 121:2—"My help cometh from the 

Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 

One of the great preachers of Scotland was 
the Rev. Charles Sylvester Horne. His volume 
of Yale Lectures, ‘“The Romance of Preach- 
ing,” is still one of the very best in that nota- 
ble list. Dr. Horne used to enjoy telling his 
class of the noble thoughts that would come to 
him in his garden. These thoughts of his so 
inspired his students that they were anxious to 
see the garden where he enjoyed his medita.- 
tions. One day two of his boys came and he 
took them to his garden. They were terribly 
disappointed when they saw it, Imagine their 
astonishment when they saw nothing but a 


narrow strip of earth surrounded by high 


walls. . 

“Why, doctor,” said one of the boys, 
“surely this is not the garden where all 
inspiring thoughts come!’ “Oh, yes,” he re- 
plied. “But it is so small,” the student pro- 
tested. “Yes,” replied the professor, pointing 
to the sky, “but look how high it is.” ‘ 

It is that dimension modern life lacks. We 


do not get altitude by pulling ourselves up or, 


blowing ourselves up,, but by bowing down. 
before that which transcends us. Ip 
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth.” a 


ay 
ae 


ee Expositor 


“My help 


“s 


your 


. 
\ 
: 


. 


An incomparable resource for the minister 


THE GOSPEL IN; HYMNS 


by ALBERT EDWARD BAILEY 


“For all who love the great hymns of the 
Church this book is a glorious treasure. Beyond 
question, it is the definitive account of the 
English hymn and will remain so for decades to 
come. Here is both the most complete and the 
most fascinating story of hymns and their 
authors through the ages. It is an encyclopedic 
volume, more than 600 pages packed with in- 
formation. It is a beautiful volume, embellished 
with photographs and old drawings. It is a 
readable volume, written with kindling warmth 


and enthusiasm.” —Religious Club Bulletin 
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A Witness To All The World 

Text: Matt. 5:16—"Let your light ‘so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” 

The story is told that on the southeast coast 
of England, high upon the bluffs, was a 
church whose slim spire reached almost to 
the clouds.. A hurricane destroyed the church. 
‘The congregation, being poor, felt they could 
not rebuild the church, and so made arrange- 
ments to worship elsewhere. 

One day a representative of the. British 
Admiralty came and inquired of the congrega- 
tion when they planned to rebuild the church. 
When he was informed the congregation could 
not rebuild it, he said, “Then the British 
Admiralty will rebuild it for you. That spire 
was on all-our charts. Every one of His Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s ships sets its course by that 
spire. 

If the ships of our concern are to reach 
the harbor, it will be because Christians have 
lifted high the truth of God which has been 
committed into our hands. For that truth is 
the beacon light which guides men to the 
only future which is worthwhile. 


Choosing Ridicule 
Text: Heb, 11:25—"Choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” 
There is a fine passage in TOM BROWN’S 
SCHOOL DAYS which tells of a boy who 
had the courage to stand against ridicule. A 
new boy had come to the school, and on his 
first night, in a room where there were twelve 
beds and boys, he knelt down to say his 
prayers. Tom Brown’s head was turned just 
in time to see a heavy slipper flying through 
the air at the head of the kneeling boy. When 
the lights went out a little later Tom Brown’ 
_ thought of his own mother, and the prayers 
that she had taught him to say, but which 
he had never said since he came to Rugby. 
Then and there he made a decision that the 
next time he went to bed he would say his 
prayers too.. When that next night came the 
‘other boys in the room, ready to laugh and 
scoff at this newcomer who said his prayers, 
were amazed to see Tom Brown, whom they 
all respected and feared, kneel down at the 
side of his bed and pray. That boy’s courage- 
ous prayer, in spite of ridicule, at length won 
him the respect of all his companions, and he 
tose to be one of the most distinguished men 
of the Church of England. 
Would that we could all do that, esteem 
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the reproach and ridicule for the sake oO 
Christ, not a sad and unfortunate and lament 
able thing, but true riches, greater riches, thai 
the world can offer us. 


Extra Grace For Extra Burdens 


Text: Rom. 8:28—“And we know that al 
things work together for good to them tha 
love God... .” 

A modern Christian leader -of scholarshij 
and robust, winsome faith was the late Pro 
fessor W. Cosby Bell. He was a distinguishec 
teacher of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
who taught in Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Virginia, 

One day a group of students discussed th 
philosophy embodied in the twenty-eight 
verse of the eighth chapter of the epistle to the 
Romans. “But, professor,” some of the stu 
dents said, “you don’t believe that all thing: 
work together for good-—all the pain and suf 
fering and misery—do you?” Dr. Bell replied 
“The things in themselves may not be good 
but you can make them work together fo: 
good.” 

That afternoon the professor's wife wa: 
killed in an automobile accident, and he him 
self was left a cripple. He sent for the presi 
dent of the Seminary, and said: “Tell my 
students that Romans 8:28 still holds good.” 
Within a year Dr. Bell himself died. On hi: 
tomb they inscribed the verse from Romans. 
for they felt it had been engraven on his heart. 
By his triumphant use of sorrow and limita- 
tion and death, that gallant teacher of Chris. 
tian truth influenced many more than he could 
have done as a teacher who had been sparec 
life’s extra burdens. ; 

There is One who can receive our consecra- 
tion, who loved us first, and who can em: 
power us to bear the extra load. Always He 
gives extra grace for extra burdens. NS 
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He Leadeth Me ‘| 

Text: . Psa. 23:2b—‘He leadeth me beside 
the still waters.” oa 
On the United Gas Improvement Building 

at 14th and Arch Streets, in the city of Phila 

delphia, there is a bronze memorial plate, bear 
ing this unusual inscription: ar 
“He Leadeth Me’, sung throughout the — 

_ world, was written on the 26th day of July, 

“1862, by the Rev. Joseph H. Gilmore, in the — 
First Baptist Church, which stood on the ground — 

. upon which this building is erected.” = 

Rev. Gilmore had led the mid-week servic 


on the twenty-third Psalm. At the close of 
the service he returned to the home where he 
was staying, and thete, with his mind still 
filled with the course of his thoughts, he 
wrote down rapidly the words that have since 
been sung around the world. 

“He leadeth me! O blessed thought! 

O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 

Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

“Sometimes ‘mid scenes of deepest gloom, 

Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 

By waters still, o’er troubled sea, 

Still *tis God’s hand that leadeth me.” 

There is no way too rough; there is no 

country too stony and barren for us to travel, 
if we only are convinced of His leadership, 
and see Him going before us. 


A Mighty Fortress 


Bext: Psa. 46:7—“The Lord of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 
In the year 1521, Martin Luther was sum- 

moned to appear before the Emperor, Charles 

the Fifth, at the Diet of Worms. As he and 

a few friends rode toward the city in April 

of that year, to answer the accusations of his 

enemies, many tried to dissuade him from 
going to the Diet. But Luther refused the 
pleas of his friends to play safe and turn back. 

One of his friends said, “Do you not fear 
death? Perhaps you have some mystical source 
of power?” Then from his great knowledge 
of the Scriptures, Martin Luther responded by 

quoting from the forty-sixth Psalm: “A 

mighty fortress is our God! Be still and know 

that I am God; I will be exalted in the earth. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our refuge.” Martin Luther con- 

tinued, “If we would always pause when we 

get badly frightened and remember that God 
is a mighty fortress in the storms and perse- 
cutions and troubles of this life!”; then he 
stopped short as an inspiration came to him: 


“What a hymn that would make!’ And so 


one of the greatest hymns of all times had 
its beginning, the hymn which has been called 
“The Battle Hymn of the Reformation.” 

} “A mighty fortress is our God, 

A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing.” 

_ Against all enemies it holds good, for there 
$ none so strong as God. Amid all dangers it 
nolds true, for He is always near us and ready 
help us. 


“The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
_.The God of Jacob is our refuge.” 
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‘ Hewrtt: Life Everlasting. 


By Emile Cailliet -- J. 
Lennart Cedarleaf -- Nels 
Ff, S. Ferré -- Georgia 
Harkness -- Costen J. 
Harrell -- Arthur Went- 
worth Hewitt -- Thomas 
Franklyn Hudson -- Ed- 
ward T. Ramsdell -- Mack 
B. Stokes -- Miriam Van 
Waters -- Carroll A. 
Wise -- et al. -- Edited 
by J. Richard Spann. 


A REVEALING AND SIGNIFICANT new 
symposium for preacher, teacher, student -- 
for every Christian who seeks deeper 
understanding of the meaning and impact 
of Christianity in our world today. 


Eighteen distinguished contributors re- 
view the cardinal elements of the Christian 
faith -- the effect this faith is having in the 
lives of individuals and in society. 


FRUITS OF FAITH is an inspiring 
reaffirmation of the vitality and validity of 


the Christian gospel -- the only sure means 
whereby men can live together creatively. 


SOME OF THE CONTENTS 


Part I; The Faith—Nets F. S.. FERRE: 
A Living God. ELMER A. LESLIE: The 
Scriptural Revelation, JOHN FREDERICK 
OLSON: Christ. soe ‘ . 


Part Il; Fruits in the Individual—Grorcta 
HarKNESs: The Power of Prayer. COSTEN 
J. HarrELL: Forgiveness. ARTHUR W. | 


Part UI: Fruits in Society—KERMIT EByY: 
A Christian Social Fellowship. W. D. 
WEATHERFORD: The Satredness of All 
Creative Work. JAMES C. MCLEop: 
Christian Citizens. 


$2.50 at your bookstore 
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ter on the BIBLE from start to 
finish. Teachers and children in 
thousands of schools use and pre- 
fer Standard lessons. These won- 
derful helps are provided for all 
your younger~ classes — Nursery, 
Beginner, Primary, and Junior. 
Write for FREE samples today, 
telling us for which department. 
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EXPOSITOR SUBSCRIBERS ARE BOOK MEN 


q 
From EXPOSITOR Book Reviews they select books 
for their personal libraries, their Church libraries, 
their Sunday School libraries, their parish Educa- i 
tional Department, their Study Groups and Q 
Special Classes. Hence these BOOK REVIEWS 
render a vital service, monthly, to Ministers, \ 
Parishioners and Publishers, highly esteemed for 
over half a century by all three. 
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FRUITS OF FAITH, edited by J. Richard Spann, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 240 pps. $2.50. 

Here is an excellent composium comprising eighteen 
chapters by an equal number of able and thoughtful 
men on the many aspects of the general theme, 
Fruits of Faith. This volume comes in happy sum- 
mary of the emphasis made throughout the Methodist 
Church last year on “Our Faith.’ It might well have 
appeared last year, though it is not in any sense an 
anti-climax by putting in an appearance at this time. 

The book is divided into three parts, THE FAITH, 
FRUITS IN THE INDIVIDUAL, and FRUITS IN 
SOCIETY. It includes chapters from bishops, preach- 
ers, theological and _ Biblical scholars, listing such 
names as Nels F. S. Ferre, Elmer A. Leslie, Emile 
Cailliet, Edward T. Ramsdell, Costen J. Harrell, and 
Arthur Wentworth Hewitt. The great variety of per- 
sonality and viewpoint represented provides breadth 
and richness as well as stimulation and insight. 

Both minister and layman will be benefited by a 
careful reading of these presentations. If no other 
portions were read than those titled, A LIVING GOD, 
THE DIVINE PRESENCE, FACING SIN, PHYSICAL 
AND MENTAL HEALTH, THE SANCTITY OF THE 
HOME, and THE SACREDNESS OF ALL CREATIVE 
WORK, the effort would be returned with manifold 
blessing and the cost of the book thrice repaid. 

Perhaps what is needed in this time of universal 
anxiety is a forthright quickening of the faith that is 
in us, and this is what J. Richard Spann aims to do. 
—John W. McKelvey. 


ONE THOUSAND RADIO VOICES FOR CHRIST. ey 
Walter A. Maier. Concordia Pub. 454 pp.s 
Here are eighteen soul-stirring sermons by the late 


Dr. Walter A. Maier, preacher on the Lutheran Hour, 
which are truly Christ-centered and evangelistic. And 
the book has an Appendix of seventy-eight pages 
containing testimonies from people in all walks of 
life, showing how effective sermons like these reall 
are in winning souls for Christ. ' 

Dr. Maier preaches what this generation sometimes 
refers to as the “old-fashioned” Gospel, but it is a 
Gospel which is, as Tennyson put it in one of his 
letters, “old news, and good news, and new news.’ 
If it is old-fashioned to preach like this, mor 
preachers had better become old-fashioned! ~ 

There is much preaching material in this book oi 
sermons, but there is far more; there is the Word 0 
Life for hungry and thirsty souls—John H. Johansen 


“BASIC ISSUES IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT.” 
Albert C. Knudson. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 220 pps. $2.7 

This is one of the most profound and constructiy 
books written in the last decade. It deals with : 
issues, and with intellectual ingenuity and spiritue 
insight penetrates mysteries. After concluding hi 


~ 
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900k the reader has a deeper understanding of the 
great religious questions of our time and stands upon 
irm theological ground. This volume is an indespen- 
sable background for ministers. It is written in inter- 
sting style, and the author, though he draws on the 
hinking of the ages, comes directly to the 
nvolved. 

Dr. Knudson considers such questions as: “Can the 
Yhristian Faith be Rationally Justified?” “Is God Per- 
sonal and Man Truly Free?” In answer to. this 
atter question the author analyzes the personality of 
nan, and by comparative deduction states the unmis 


issues 


akable attributes of God. The author deals with 
ther issues such as “The Evils of Life and Their 
Meaning,” “How are We to Think of Christ2” “Divine 


ind Human Factors in Christian Experience.” 

“Basic Issues in Christian Thought” is a most 
fective instrument of Christian apologetics. The 
iuthor accepts the attack of both Naturalism and 
eason on our faith, and in a masterful style with 
enetrating thought answers them. The reader of. this 
ook realizes the vast strides that have been made in 
eligious understanding since the dawn of the Christian 
ra. Today men have a deeper and more sound 


inderstanding of the mysteries of life than ever be- 
Ore. Men like Dr. Knudson have helped to make 


his possible—a4. Wallace Copper. 


*"ASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY. William Gou'ooze, Baker 
took House. 266 pps. $3.50. 

This yolume appears to be an exhaustive study of 
astoral theology and psychology. The Pages are re- 
lete with direct quotations, and the bibliography is 
lassive. The approach is analytical, and the conclu- 
ions represent quite faithfully the thought of the 
raditional, orthodox slant of Protestantism. This is 
volume which the seminary could use to good ad- 
antage in classes in the field. It covers the think- 
ng of many authorities, psychological and theologi- 
al, both pro and con. 

Dr. Goulooze treats the following themes: a_his- 
orical survey of the ministry in the area of pastoral 
heology, human _ suffering, the relationship of 
sychology and religion, imperfect views of God and 
eligion, the phenomenon of conversion, the soul, 
vental illness, and sex. His work is divided into 
hree main divisions: Part 1, a historical analysis of 
astoral theology as it relates to psychology; Part 2 
mn analysis research as it relates to sorrow and 
affering; Part 3, a constructive analysis of the rela- 
on of pastoral theology to psychology, with an aim 
) formulate a pastoral psychology for our day. 
Speaking to the psychologists the author affirms, 
We must know God in full Biblical revelation. The 
ible informs us about God’s knowledge, strength, 


ighteousness, mercy, judgment, peace and_ holiness. 
ur objection to the psychologists is that they have 


ft this out of their thinking and living. In~ the 
mulation of a correct pastoral psychology, faith in 
od is primary. . . . Unless the psychologists descend 
‘om their high pedestal of criticism and come to see 
le need of cooperation and the basic principles under- 
ing such cooperation, pastoral psychology will be 
mited. . . . The current feeling is that theology 
ust make the biggest adjustment in relation to the 
ience of psychology.” 
He affirms that the qualifications for pastoral psy- 
ology are: training, knowing life situations, and 
‘oup study. He suggests systematic counselling by 
ie pastor in his study or office, and indicates he be- 
es it would be well for members of the flock to 
me in for a periodical spiritual check-up. He recom- 
ends also systematic family visitation and a_ sys- 
atic use of the scriptures.—Wayne C. Clark. 
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A PASTOR--WRONG? 


Pastors of virtually every denomination read 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT each month. So many, 
we can't help feeling that this magazine is in- 
creasingly welcomed and approved by a dis- 
criminating readership. Daily devotions, articles 
and features directed toward the home make this 
Christ-centered publication a welcome visitor 
everywhere. Let us know where to send your 


sample copy and information on Church group 
discounts. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT 
$2.00 year 


MY CHUM—tThe companion 
to little folks, $2.00 year 


Both for $3.00 as a special 
“Church Educator's Offer’’ 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 


BOX X, HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 


JOHN CALVIN, EXPOSITORY PREACHER by LeRoy 
Nixon, with an introduction by Dr. Andrew W. Black- 
wood. Eerdmans. 136 pp. $2.50. 

The author began his work on this volume by writ- 
ing a Master’s thesis at Princeton Seminary, under 
the direction of Dr. Blackwood, on John Calvin as 
an Expository Preacher. Along with this thesis he 
translated and published a volume of Calvin’s ser- 
mons. These studies led Mr. Nixon to center his at- 
tention and study upon Calvin as a preacher of Ex- 
pository sermons, a field which he deemed neglected 
by other students of the great Reformer of Geneva. 
As a result he enlarged the thesis to a book on John 
Calvin, Expository Preacher. The first chapter deals 
with a history of Expository preaching from the days 
of the apostles to the time of Calvin, but the main 
chapters are devoted to Calvin’s theory of preaching, 
and illustrations of this preaching by generous quota- 
tions from Calyin’s sermons. Mr. Nixon closes with 
a brief chapter on the application of Calvin’s preach- 
ing to preaching in our time, making four suggestions 
to preachers: Study the Word, Preach often, Appeal 
to the deepest needs, and Speak plainly.—Charles 
Haddon Nabers. 


THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING AND ITS DEVELOP- 
MENTS by C. H. Dodd. Harper. $1.50. 

A reprint of this standard work on the Apostolic 
Preaching, first issued in America in 1987, is a note- 
worthy event. No minister should be without it. 
Tracing the development of the apostolic message in 
the Primitive Preaching, in the Gospels, and in Paul 
and John, Dodd sums it up by saying: ‘The King- 
dom of God is conceived as coming in the events of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and to pro- 
claim these facts, in their proper setting, is to preach 
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.” 
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This book is a forceful reminder to all preachers 
that the primary fact in the Apostolic KERYGMA was 
not the teachings of Jesus, but the person and work 
of Christ. It is unfortunate that Dodd is thrown into 
unnecessary contradictions by his theory of “realized 
eschatology.’—John H. Johansen. 


WHERE CROSS THE CROWDED WAYS by Norman E. 
Nygaard. Greenberg. 240 pp. $2.50. 

This is the story of the Third Baptist Church in 
St. Louis, Missouri, with particular emphasis on the 
life, work, and methods of its present pastor, Dr. C. 
Oscar Johnson. The book will naturally have greatest 
appeal to the membership, past and present, of this 
great metropolitan congregation, as well as to all 
who have been associated in one way or another with 
its manifold ministries through the years. 


There is, however, a wider reach for ‘this volume, 
and that is to all concerned Christians, both minis- 
ters and laymen alike, who are seeking an answer 


to the baffling riddle of contemporary civilization, 
namely, the Church in the big city. -~Here is a local 
Church akve and growing in the midst of all the 
perplexities that arise to spell disaster in so many 


instances. Here are the various manifestations of 
Exhibit ‘‘A’’ which in large measure can be adapted 
to any given situation and can be made to work. 


Here is also the throbbing story of Christian conse- 
cration and American ingenuity happily wedded in 
the proclamation of the glorious Gospel of Christ. 

Every city pastor and every laymen of the harassed 
city Church should read this book, not with the idea 
of putting into practice everything that Third Baptist 
is doing, but with the thought in mind that infinite 
opportunity is at hand and magnificent success if 
Christian people will persist in faith to win souls for 
Christ, using new and varied methods together with 
tried and true techniques for developing and enrich- 
ing human fellowship in search for God.—John W. 
McKelvey. 


THE COMMUNITY AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION by 
Tilford T. Swearingen. Bethany. 159 pp. $2.00. 

This is an expansion of the report of the Confer- 
ence on the Community and Christian Education, 
sponsored by the [nt’l. Council of Rel. Education, 
giving discussions on basic principles relating to the 
community, and includes detailed suggestions for local 
conferences, forming a valuable reference book in the 
field of community relations. Taking the community 
as a spiritual as well as geographical unit, it is seen 
to have ‘educational influences which the churches 
and others interested should understand and seek to 
direct and utilize. 

To bring the Christian ethic to bear on the political, 
social and economic structure of society, Christians 
May use community agencies as bridges of under- 
standing to ‘do “in the. name of the gospel, what they 
cannot do in the name of their church.” The chureh 
is advised to view its mission in terms of influencin 
constructive community changes by keeping group life 
personalized, providing social perspective and helping 
bring social redemption. However, the suggestion 
here and throughout the book are more detailed Be 
practical than can be indicated by such general head. 
ings, and valuable additional source material is given 
in the appendix. In the Preface, Harold E. Stasser 
president of the International Council, asks the rea 
to keep asking himself what this means to his com- 
munity and what he can do about it. The enlisting 
of multitudes of church people, and showing the 
how, to make the community an agency for Christ 
education should be greatly advanced by this vole G 
—Chaplain Claude Richmond. 
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Jid Sermons 
From page 405) 


ermons during this time of readjustment for 
astor and people. - 

A second valid usage of old sermons is the 
rovision to preach them on the first Sunday 
ack from illness or vacation. In either event, 
he time which the minister is thus absent 
rom his pulpit should be devoted to recup- 
fation of physical and mental powers. It 
yould be manifestly unfair to ask a convales- 
ent to undergo the rigors of sermon-writing. 
jut the preacher who has been sick must 
ward against unnecessarily prolonging his 
onvalescence, for the longer we postpone our 
ermonizing, the more difficult it becomes to 
© it effectively. Preaching skills, too, rust 
uickly. The vacationist, on the other hand, 
ught not to be concentrating on the very thing 
fom which he needs to get away for a while. 
t complete change of mind is as vital to the 
ulpiteer as a complete change of scene. It is 
mistake, therefore, when the preacher takes 
is sermonic preparation on hodilay with him. 
ather let him return refreshed to his task 
ecause he has experienced a period of total 
=-creation. 

There is still a third usuage of which many 
len seem ignorant or which they by pass in 
1e false belief that it is not good policy. This 
the preaching of old sermons during the 
etiod of intensive study required to prepare 
new and closely-knit series. Biblical and his- 
ical research take time and burn up energy. 
hey demand long hours of careful appropria- 
on and assimilation. They call for the finest 
lytical thought. They exact perfect co-ordi- 
tion. They require skilled interpretation in 


tober, 1950 


Chancel Alterations — Pews | 
Altars—Altar Rails | 
Church Woodwork 


Ossit CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


Since 1867" JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 


sige CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS | 


Send for FREE Catalog con- | 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. ~~ 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Page 425: 


Christmas Greetings AMS, 


For Pastor’s Use ...---s ¢ 


New cards, folders, calendars, letterheads. 
Attractive, religious in text, reasonably priced. 


— Individualized Greetings — 


Use our attractive designs and add your own 
message. Will print picture of yourself, family, 
parsonage, or church on our folders and 51 


calendars. 
None better—''Priced for the pastor’’. 


Write today for samples 
Printed supplies for the pastor 
—-CHURCH BULLETINS A SPECIALTY— 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING Osa 


CEDAR FALLS, |OWA 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


king 113 f 
1837 is the, ciaeeh and: f ted 1950 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


) 131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


PIPE ORGANS —— 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


MINISTERS — AUTO DISPLAY PLATES. 
Made of steel; enamel finish. Glossy, dur- 
able. White Cross on Blue field, with word 
“*Clergy.”’ Size 23/4 in. x 43/4 in. 
Price: $3.00 per pair, postpaid. 
Send today to— 


CROSS EMBLEM CO. 


11 W. 42nd St. (Dept. EX1050) 
New York 18, N. Y. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 

Hangings - Ornaments — 
and Supplies 

Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD CO. 


New London, Ohio 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 


Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12. KY 


; Page 426 


es 
N thie ee 
“ 


readily understandable terms. They must indi- 
vidually complete at the same time they point 
up an over-all objective. And with it all they 
must be as interesting as a movie serial. So 
they cannot admit of a divided mind on the 
part of the preacher. To forego them is to 
deny one’s people a rich spiritual experience. 
To prepare them is to give them full-time 
labor. Happy is that congregation whose min- 
ister has a barrel deep enough to guarantee the 
time essential to such a series! 


40 Years... 

(From page 404) 

has it been that the privileges which come 
with democracy have gone to seed! 

Only the strength of personality in the 
minister can hold this in leash. From the 
spirit of understanding to the spirit of de- 
structiveness through idle and unrestrained use 
of the tongue has the Protestant church fallen. 
Many a minister has been compelled to say 
vigorously to his people, ““You’ve simply got 
to~stop this gossip if the work of Christ is to 


.go forward!” Many have been compelled to 


lead their people to their knees, in solemn 
repentence, before the atmosphere cleared and 
the work of grace went forward. 


Convictions to Novelties 


“I’m getting so tired of having representa- 
tives go to summer retreats and conferences! 
It seems every time a delegate goes to one of 
these, and returns, he comes back to stir up 
the whole church with some ‘ism’ or gadget. 
I’m beginning to wonder!’’ That came from 
one of the consecrated leaders of a great Pro- 
testant body. 

There is a justification for this wondering. 
The very freedom which Protestantism boasts 
provides a climate for novelties and subversive 
influences which today are on the march. 
Freedom of conscience, freedom of thought, 
and freedom of expression have made the 
greatness of Protestantism its potential weak- 
ness. In a day when shrewd and unprincipled 
leaders take advantage of every group which 
shows any degree of tolerance, the church has 
taken more than its share of beating. | 

Recently I was rocked back on my heels by 
a remark from my own daughter. She had! 
gone to a youth leadership conference. When 
she returned I quite casually asked if the re- 
treat had come up to her expectation. Her 
reply was revealing. “Dad, you know how I 
love you and hate to hurt you, but the Jead- 
ers of that conference this year took us kids 
for a ride!’’ a 


Many a church school leader has long since 
been aware of this irregularity. “Off again, 
on again!’ has been the atmosphere to which 
they have been exposed. Now this hobby, 
now that ism, this year passionately in earnest 
for one novelty, next year that is forgotten 
and another gadget has taken its place. 

The brotherhood meetings and organiza- 
tions are unusually fertile soil for the sub- 
versively undermining influence. Adult Sun- 
day School Bible Classes may be readily taken 
for a ride! What modern pastor has not run 
the gauntlet of forces which have played upon 
the unsuspecting areas of his church life! 
There are situations when the propaganda is 
so subtle and deeply instilled that the work 
is jeopardized and the damage done may 
last for years. 

Infiltration of subversiveness and foreign 
purposes has seeped upward into the very top 
levels in denominational life. Some large 
church bodies have tried to purge eer whole 
denominations be taken for the proverbial 
tide. That purging is not easy. Sincere lead- 
ers have spent many a sleepless night over 
this terrific problem, and the end is not yet! 

And so, many of us, in the last fifteen or 
twenty years, are become concerned. More, 
we are alarmed! What has made this area 
for propaganda so inviting has been the fact 
that there have been amazing drifts in mass 
attitudes which leave people who formerly 
Knew conviction, quite unable to react vigor- 
ously. The infiltration thus goes on. Do we 
need a Joshua to stand before us at the end 
of these forty years and cry, “Choose ye this 
day whom ye shall serve?” 


The Protestant Peeve 


“The Protestant Peeve is a funny thing. 
There are thousands of Protestants in this 
sountry who are sore at their churches.. The 
reasons are disgustingly personal and some- 
‘imes psychiatric. Altogether they prove that 
Protestantism needs either to be religionized 
wx no longer to be taken seriously.” 

Whether it is a peeve or psychiatric, or both, 
here are millions of Protestants who are not 
doing a lick for their churches or. their Christ. 
[hese marginal folk are first in line to enjoy 
he blessings which the church has brought 
hem—indeed! They even expect and demand 
hese privileges, yet give no loyal response or 
cclaim for the liberties and abundance of life 
vhich their churches have bought. 

_The peeve seems to be a common -status. 
ne clergyman stated that the ministry of his 
ate, almost to a man, is fearfully restless 
cause of the petty criticalness in their con- 
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